14       TKe Science of Happiness

transports the serenity of his own soul into those
of his heroes.

We might say of the joy of living and of the
happiness of the Stoics what Walter Pater has said
of the thoughts of Marcus Aurelius: that we ought
to move only with solemn, muffled tread, as it be-
seems us to walk in a house where lies a dead man.

They do not weep; they do not tear their hair;
they do not give themselves up to paroxysms of
boundless grief. This is much. Only the victo-
ries of recent life can illumine with rays of joy and
true happiness the austere abode bequeathed to
us by our ancestors.

VI, Vainly is happiness driven from the cares
of the mind. It returns invisible, through doors
which are believed to be hermetically sealed.
It takes its place triumphantly in spite of all
prohibitions. The noblest of doctrines, Kant's
categorical imperative,;with its absolute moral
necessity, conceived outside of and even in opposi-
tion to every idea of Happiness, crumbles logically,
when deprived of its support. When a voice
commands, Schopenhauer has justly said, it
proceeds from within or from without us. It is
simply impossible that it should not have the
tone of menace, or else that of promise. The
person, in listening to either, becomes interested.